Weekly Devotional

November 26, 2007

Don’t Forget To Give Thanks
“And fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks: and he was a Samaritan” (Luke 17:16).
One of the common features of a Thanksgiving dinner in America is a turkey. Whether it’s
baked, broiled, or deep fried, it seems that it is a must in most households. Consequently, the
words often heard in the Thanksgiving season are, “Don’t Forget The Turkey!” In the hurry and
scurry of it all, some forget to thaw the frozen turkey. Others drive hours to meet with their family
members only to discover they left the turkey at home in the refrigerator.
Since Thanksgiving Day has lost its original significance to many and is only a time for a
big meal, a football game, and is even called by some “Turkey Day,” the number one item that has
been forgotten is “thanksgiving” itself. So, unveiling my sentiments in this little devotional, let me
encourage all, “Don’t Forget To Give Thanks!” In all the frenzy of the season, may the Lord
enable us to be thankful.
The memorable account of Jesus healing the ten lepers sounds out this message. All ten men
came to Him to be healed, and all ten of them left having been healed. Nine of them, however,
forgot to give thanks. Only one of them “turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God, and fell
down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks” (17:15, 16). Jesus’ questions are heart-searching
even today, “Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine?” (17:17).
Giving thanks involves looking back to Christ’s mercy! The one grateful soul “turned back”
toward the Lord Jesus. He had cried to Him for mercy (see 17:13) and now realized that he had
received mercy. He not only had been prey to a hated disease, but he was a hated Samaritan, a
reject in the Jewish culture. Yet the mercy of God was greater than his disease and his background
and he gave thanks. What a reminder for us to look back at all Jesus has done for us!
Giving thanks involves falling down at Christ’s feet! The divine record reveals that the
healed man “fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks.” While he literally fell down on
his face before Jesus (something that would not hurt us, either!), the basic idea is one of humility
and lowly appreciation. Giving thanks doesn’t come from proud hearts. We must humble
ourselves before the Lord in genuine gratitude.
Giving thanks involves speaking up for Christ’s glory! Was this healed man’s thanksgiving
genuine? When he shouted “with a loud voice,” did he truly “glorify God?” (17:15). According to
Jesus, he did. His commentary was, “There are not found that returned to give glory to God, save
this stranger” (17:18). During this Thanksgiving season, like the appreciative Samaritan may we
be found among those who “Don’t Forget To Give Thanks!”

